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RAISING THE AGE OF CRIMINAL RESPONSIBILITY 
 

 
PROBLEM 
The 2017/18 State Budget included a statutory change to the age of criminal responsibility. This new 
law will require a significant investment in services based on a children and families social services 
model. Many regions of the state currently do not have capacity to provide such services in their 
communities. In addition, the state currently caps funding for foster care and youth detention, and 
limits reimbursement for other child welfare and probation costs. This results in a significant state 
mandate on counties, which will grow if the state changes the age of criminal responsibility without 
providing full funding to alleviate those costs. 
 

2018 EXECUTIVE BUDGET PROPOSAL 
The 2018-19 Executive Budget proposal includes $100 million to implement Raising the Age of 
Criminal Responsibility. Funding is available for a variety of implementation costs, including 
comprehensive diversion, probation, and programming services for 16-and-17-year-olds in the 
juvenile system. 
 
The 2018-19 Executive Budget proposal also authorizes the Dormitory Authority of the State of New 
York (DASNY) to assist with construction related to RTA. This includes authorization to obtain 
DASNY bond financing and construction services to local social services districts, probation 
departments, and not-for-profits providing juvenile residential placement services; financing the 
construction of new specialized secure detention facilities and/or retrofitting existing juvenile 
detention facilities in time for the implementation of Raise the Age. 
 

2018 LEGISALTIVE BUDGET PROPOSALS 

The Assembly and the Senate accepted both of the Executive Budget proposals listed above. However, 
the Senate modified the Executive All Funds recommendation of $100 million for Raise the Age-
related expenditures, as follows: 

• Denies language allowing funds to be used for, transferred, or sub-allocated to state operations 
or the courts  

• Advances language to require that the Office of Children and Family Services (OCFS) and the 
Division of Criminal Justice Services (DCJS), along with other relevant Executive agencies, 
develop model comprehensive plans that clearly identify the specific costs that are eligible for 
reimbursement. 

 
The Assembly and the Senate also included language that delinks state reimbursement for Raise the 
Age costs incurred by counties only if they comply with the property tax cap. Both the Senate and 
Assembly also call for the State to fully fund the costs of RTA for each county and the City of New 
York.  
 

COUNTY SOLUTION 
NYSAC strongly supports:  
 

• Senate and Assembly language that de-links state reimbursement from the property tax cap.  
• Requiring the State to fully fund the implementation of RTA costs for each county and the City 

of New York. 
• Executive proposal to provide $100 million to implement Raising the Age of Criminal 

Responsibility. Funding provides support for raising the age of criminal responsibility and 
reform measures, including comprehensive diversion, probation, and programming services 
for 16-and-17-year-olds in the juvenile system.  

• Executive proposal for DASNY bond financing and construction services to local social 
services districts, probation departments, and not-for-profits providing juvenile residential 
placement services; to finance the construction of new specialized secure detention facilities 
and/or retrofitting existing juvenile detention facilities in time for the implementation of Raise 
the Age. 
 

For more information 1on the county position regarding this issue, visit www.nysac.org/publicsafety or call 
518-465-1473 to speak to Katie Hohman, NYSAC Legislative Director.  
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